Two subjects of interest came up at the May meeting. Pearl Lake is
apparently having some significant water quality problems. As they are
a small lake and association, they asked the Becker County COLA to
assist them financially in doing water testing to try to determine the
source of the problem. This was approved and COLA will pay for half of
the expense of testing up to $875.

The program was also of interest. Patty Johnson, county zoning
admistrator, discussed the issue of substandard septic systems
throughout the county. Apparently, and for a number of reasons, there
are a lot of septic systems in the county which are not working
properly. This leads to groundwater and surface water problems which
eventually lead to further lake pollution. After a lengthy question and
answer session, it was decided that COLA will support a requirement
that septic systems must be certified to be in good working order at
the time a property is sold. A letter is being sent to the county to that
effect.
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